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INTRODUCTION OF THE SECOND ANNUAL HERMAN BEERMAN
LECTURER—DR. HANS SELYE
DR. WALTER B. SHELLEY
This afternoon we have the pleasure of opening
the meeting with the SECOND ANNUAL
HERMAN BEERMAN LECTURE.
I have known and admired Herman Beerman
for sixteen years. As a student I admired him
for his encyclopedic knowledge, his stimulating
course in pathology and his classic textbook on
syphiology. As a dermatologist I have admired
his invaluable review articles, his skill in "reading
slides" and the way he has built our Society for
Investigative Dermatology into a powerful
internationally known organization.
I could spend the afternoon in eulogy of our
Secretary-Treasurer, but above all I want to
emphasize his most endearing trait, that of his
willingness to help. I know of no one more
generous of his time and talents. It was, hence,
not surprising that our Society wished to show
Dr. Beerman its appreciation by establishing the
Annual Herman Beerman Lectureship.
When this lectureship was conceived two years
ago it was with the plan of honoring Dr. Beerman
by bringing an international scientist before our
group. This year both Dr. Beerman and the
Society are singularly honored by the presence of
a man whose contributions are basic to all of
medical knowledge. Born into a medical lineage
of Vienna, our speaker studied medicine in
Prague, Paris, and Rome, and in the thirties
came to Johns Hopkins, and later to McGill
University. Currently he is Medical Director of
the Institute of Experimental Medicine, at the
University of Montreal.
Our speaker is a man about whom one can
talk only in superlatives. Author of virtually a
thousand articles and fifteen books, he speaks
nine languages fluently. Father of the concept
of stress as a cause of disease, he has recently
developed another far-reaching concept so new
and unique that he has had to coin a word to
label it.
Members of the Society and guests, may I
present Dr. Hans Selye who will speak to us
concerning his newest area of research,
"Calciphylaxis".
